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8r1 Ramajayam
FOREWORD.

This Drama 1z Sanskn$ earned a prize 1o the
year 1929 from the Madras Sanskrnt Academy.
The Academy bad ancounced that the prize
should be given to auny Author who wrote
% very good Nataha Nine Dramas were
received and Mr VMah3alinga Sastri’s Drama
“THT, PRATIRATA SUYAM " was adjudged
the best among them and Sn Y Mahalinga
Sstnigal was awarded the prize of Rs 350/~ at
a special function held 1n 1930, for the purpose.
Sansknt learmog 1s1n s blood  Mr. Sastr1 1s
the great grand-son of Mabdmahopadhydya Rajn
Sistrigal of blessed memory His father Sn
Vahamabipidhyaya Yajnaswami Sdstrigal was
20 illustrions Sanshrit Scholar who was also
< poet of ment From his early age Sn
Alahalimga 8aster showed an aptitude for Sansknt
and would compose verses 1n that langmage.
Though he took to Engl sh education and became
an Advocate, he developed to 3 preat degree, his
proficiency 1n the Sanskrit language and litera-
ture He has written many poems 1n Sansknt
and commands a lucid and powerful style Mr.
$Sasin has also acquired & very good knowledge of
Musie, as his {ather had done and bas composed
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Kirtanas, set to Music. Mr Sastrn’s talents are
versatile He wnites a good style in Tamil
and wntes learned articles and delightful stor.es
m that language

This Drama has for 1ts plot, two fascinating
episodes 1 the Maha Bharata, namely, Dharma
Putra’s hospitality in the forest to the sage
Durvasa and Krisna's miracle and blessing to
Draupad: and Duryodhana’s bumiliation at the
hands of the Gandbarva King, Citraratha 1n the
forest and the help given by the Pandavas to
him, ;n spita of Duryodhana’s enmiby and
acts of illmil to the Pandavas The {famous
declaration by Yudhisthira that, when an enemy
attacks them, they will be One Hundred and
Five Brothers while, on other occasions, they may
be opposed to each other as Hundred aganst
F1ve, 15 part of this episode  Mr Sastrt has very
skilfully dramatised these two epicodes and has
beautifully brought out their moral Iam sure
that the Drama will be read with great intere &
and profit by the Sanskrit-knowing public and it
will occupy a prominent place mm our moderc
Sanskrit Literature

Ashrama,
Madras }

K BALASUBRAMANIA IYER,
2885



Author’s Preface.

A Sanskrit Drama competition was announced
by the Mylapore Sanshnt Academy in 1928. I
began to write the PrATI RAzasuyayM 1n the later
half of 1928 and completed 1t by the 30th of
August 1929 The Judges who declared my Drama
as ehgble for the prize considered that 1t was the
best of the Dramas recetved and stood at a com-
mendably high level 1o respect of hterary and
artistic worth ' The prize was awarded to me at
8 function held on 31—12—1930 [ must thanh
the Academy for the 1nducement 1t gave me for
producing a worh of this kind within a stipalated
time and for the prize awarded to me

It was given to me by God’s grace to produce
nof only $ns bat two more major dramatic works
and a good number of playlets and poems, for He
13 the real ®at and AT and fulfils His will
through agents inspired by His benignant breath

Nearly thirty years passed away before God
put 1nto me the courage to undertake the publica~
tion of the Prati Rajasiyam Despairing of my
economic corpetence to publish the Drams, [
placed 1t at the feet of God in February 1932



n

through three dedicatory stanzas His grace has
now dispelled the gloom which surrounded the
work and the long period 1t took to mature 13
purely a matter of His own Almighty Wil May
He strengthen my hands further for my under-
takiug the publication of all the rest of my un-
published writings !

His Holiness the Jagadguru of Sm Kanet
KAmakotipitham has blessed my endeavour with
2 Stumukham His Grace has flowed to me
almost from 1915 and fertiized my essential being
o the cora. It has been His pleasure to confer
upon me a title on this date (31—8—357) 1n com
memoration of my Sastyabdapurti. May His
Grace enlighten my life’s path and lead me to
spiritual bliss!

I am much indebted to the kindness of Sn
X Balasubramania Aiyer, B 4., B. L., Advooate,
M L ¢, an esteemed connoisseur and patron of
arts and learning, for the very valuable Foreword
with which he has adorned this publication,

My heartfels thanks are due to Brahmast!
K RAi)agopila Sastri, Siromani, for the great help
he nas rendered me m gomng through the proofs
{ could always rely upon him for precision of
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Loowledge, keenness of attention, indefatigable
work and ardent spiit of service

It 18 a lucky circumstance that the premer
printers of Sonth India, the 8r1 Vam Vilas Byndi~
cate, Srirangarm, undertook the printing of the
Drama. Their excellent style of printing and get
up, therr promptness and probity in service
have earned for them wide and longstanding
reputation and 1t has been the proud privilsge of
Pratirajasiyam to be ushered wto Light by them.

In conclusion I wish to repeat the prayer of
the Bharata Vikys, for the Drama being well
recetved by the public.

AN NEEEIA ATt

i aftreTge enfi o fiveg 1
Maiytram,
31—8—'57. Y. ManALNGA SZsTRI



THE STORY OF PRATIRAJASUYADL

T'te play opens with Vidura arriving at the
vicinity of the bermitage of the Pandavas in the
Kamyakavana. He was banished by Dhta~
1dstra who in a petalant mood despised hia
wholesome precepts. Dhrtardstra had in o
corner of his heart some pity and affection too-
for the Pandavas and was generally inclined to-
do things in an bonourable way. He took connsel
often from his advieers, but he Joved bis son too-
much to oppose mth determination the latter’s
iniquitous destges. Yudbisthira was rcbbed of
all his possessions in a game of dice by Sakuni and
was forced to go ont and live in the forests for
twelve years along with his brotbers and Drau-
padi. Apropos of the defeat in the game of dice,
Draupad: was insulted by Dussasana at the insti-
gation of Doryodhana and the elderly men like
Bhisma and Drona were helpless witnesses
to the atrocions proceedings. Subsequent to
Yudhisthira's departare to the woods, groups of
Brabmins of HastinZpura left the city in disgust:
preferring to hive with Yudbisthira wherever he
was, to their living under the regime of the un-
scrupulous Duryodhana.



1n

Yudhsthira receives Vidura and the Brah-
mins of Hastinapura with due formabties,
but 1s very much perplexed as to how be can
manage to feed the guests who propose to stay
with him throughout. The Sun-god comes to the
succour of Dharmaputra and sends to the latter
the Aksayapiatra which can prowvide an un-
limited supply of food of any desired description
m accordance with the wish of Draupads
Dharmaputra 1s immensely satisfied with the gift
and makes up his mind to live with the Brahma-
nas entertaining them with feasts every day

Towards the end of the first Act, Safijaya 18
reported to have arrived at the hermutage engui-
ring about Vidura. Safijaya 15 sent by Dbrta-
vastra to fetch Vidura for having banished
whom rashly the former felt remorse and desired

to mend matters quickly before Vidura settled
down with Dharmaputra

The second Act 1ntroduces Sudarsana a puptl
of Vyasa He comes to Hastinapurs to meet
Kuntidevi hiving with Vidura and to convey to
her some consoling words, under instructions
from Vydsa Budarsana along with Tadydyans
was formerly a pupil of Sandilyopzdhyiya of
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Hastinapura. The friends meet and have a touch-
ing intimate talk about the affairs of the Panda-
vas. Sandilyopadhyzys, slong with o host of
other grhasihas ke himself, prepares to leave
HastinZpura to go to Edmyaka where Yndbisthira
htves and feeds innnmerable Brabmin families
with the grace of the Aksaya Patra.

In the meantime, ip the palace, the wicked-
ness of Duryodhana thwarts with effrontery an
attempt of Bhisma to interview him on the
political situation. Bhisma retires with disgust
and the Eaficuki himself is enraged at the mean-
pess with which the king shot himself from hear-
ing good counsel and showed lack of reverence to
the grand old man.

The king as usual finds consolation only in
the company of Karns and Sakuni. To the great
dismay of Daryodbana, not only the elders of the
kouse favour the idea of bringing back the
Pandavas bot also the eitizens of Hastinapura
congregate in huge numbers and openly shoub
through the streets slogans condemning the in-
justice done to the Pandavas by Duryodhana and
his party. The king in a fit of anger orders the
arrest and imprisonment of the disaffected
citizens and also of those Brabmins who try to
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depart from the city 1 order to join Dharma-
putra.

Safijaya succeeds to some extent in pacifying
the irntated citizens, and Sakum advises Duryo-
dbana not to follow any rash policy which will
for ever antagonise the subjects. Dauryodbana i3
inconsolable and taunts Sakuni with defiant
words such as these — “ A kingdom must be won
by fight, what is won by a game of dice is bard
to maintain. Unless and until my enemies sre

annihilated my sovereignty stands on an 1nsecure
basis."

Daryodhana is further depressed by the news
brought by Safijaya that Arjuna has gone ous
from Kimyaka to the Himalayas for doing
penance with the object of securing the Pasupata
Astra from Siva, and that Bhima has gone to
Kubera's regions 1n search of the Saugandhiks
flower to possess which Paficalt expressed &
desire. After a series of deliberations it 1s decided
as expedient to seek to win populanty among the
subjects by imitating the virtues of Dharmaputra-
It is proposed that a sacrifice may be performod
on a grand scale.  Daryodhana insists upon his
performiog Rijastiya yajiia and exborts Karna to
go out oa a Digvijaya expedition. The Purohita
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<vho came with cousolatory exhortations fromr
Dhrtardstra remonstrates with bim thst Raja-
siiya cannot be performed by anyone in the teeth
of Yudbisthira and that an equally solemn sacri-
fice may be chosen. But Daryodhana and hbis
comrades consider that Dharmapatra vanquished
as he is, has lost his prerogative over the Rajastiys
yajiia and resolve to perform a rival Rajastys
ya)ia (Prati Rajasiya). Ta persuance of this
determination Karna 1mmediately starts ou his
Vijays yatra.

The Third Aet opens with an 1nterlude which
announces that Dorvizsas has come down to the
<arth to spread the Dbarma of hospitahity to
guests and that Siva has gone to meet Arjunz in
the gmse of a hunter. It 1s also reported there
that Krsna has killed S3lva, the brother of
Sizupala 1 battle.

I the Act proper the citizens of Hastinapura
arg introduced as listeming with admiration and
onthusiasm to Budargana who after fimshing his
iesion at Vidura’s home procceds to address the
people of Hastinapura on the current politics,
and 10 an eloquent speech fuiminates against the
wickednoss and meanness of Duryodhana. Tadya-
7ana is in bis company, he having come
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from the Kamyaka forest with the permission of
his master,

Sudargana in the course of his speech calls
Duryodhana the thief of the Rajastya yaifia
scheming to knock it off when Arjuna, Bhima
and Krsna, the guardians of the same are away
on other business. At the supreme moment of
the orator’s triumph when the audience has be-
come incensed and 1nsurrectional, the police
officers appear on the scene to arrest the sedi-
tionist by the king’s command. The populace
discontented and shocked wend their way to
Vidara’s house to have a last look at him as it is
reported that he bas taken a vow of 13 years™
pilgrimage and that he has sent away Kuntidev:
with proper escort to Dwaraka 1n view of his
departure from the metropolis.

Sudarsana is taken prisoner along with his
comrade Tidyayana and led to the palace-gates
to await the orders of the king.

Balabbadra has come to Hastinapura to
felicitate Daryodhana on his capturing the abso-
late sovereignty over tho earth. He also desires
an allinnce with Duryodhaua through bringing
about the marriago of his danghter Vatsalz with
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the latter’'s son Laksmana. He finds 1t oppor-
dune to time this diplomatie visit to Daryodhaas
during Sr1 Ersna’s absence from Dwaraka.

While moteal compliments are being ex~
<hanged and great satisfaction prevails between
Duryodhana, Dhrtarastra and Sakum on the
one side and Balabhadra on the other sde,
Karna's emissary, Urabhraka by name, arrives
snnging news of a sertes of successes in the Dig-
vijaya campaign. The general good cheer which
‘therenpon mses to the highest pitch 18 sporlt
by tbe last part of Kama's letter 1n which he
proposes to 1nvades from Vidarbha the country of
the Vrisms with the military aid of Rukni, the
1nveterate enemy of Erna Daryodhana tries
‘s best to suppress this portion of the informa-
tion contained 1n that lefter, but Urabhraka
blurts ont the trath to Balabhadra who cross-
-exammnes him sosprciously on the proposed mili-
tary exploits of Karna.

Upon his bacoming awara of the impending
perils of war to his country and especlly ta
Dwaraka, Balabbadra regrets bis absence from
home and bastily departs taking leave of Duryo-
dhana ond Dbriarastra with  stff formality.
Daryodhana despatches an oxpress message to
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Karna chiding him for his hot-headedness and
commanding him to approach Balabhadra ab
Dwaraka wirh humility offering all the wealth
won during the Digvijaya as presents preliminary
1o talks of the much wished-for marnage alliance
between Vatsalt and Lakmana.

Presently Sudarsana and Tadyaysna are
conducted to the presence of Duryodhana by the
chief Police Officer and the charge against them
is made out But before Duryodhana pronounces
Tis Judgment on the culpnts, the ery of Durvasas
is heard at the palace gzte and the whole group
disperses 1n confusion and consternation  Sudar-
sana and his friend, thank Providence for the
timely interference 1n thewr favour and go thewr
own way as free men

The Tourth Act opens with an account of
the hardships which Duryodbana and his gueen
are obhiged to endure 1n their earnest and pious
ondeavour to entertain Durvasas as their guest
for a number of days The whole royal house-
hold 1s continnally subjected to frightful tensiom
of the nerves due to the eccentric behaviour of
the sage who at all costs must be pleased lest be
should fly into a rage which mll mean disaster to
all  Atlonglast, Durvasas suddenly disappears
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with all his company with the exception of a lona
loiterer. The king and the queen are mot =2t
liberty to break fast nntil the sage is fed and as
they wait for the reappearance of the sage which
is as uncertain as it 1s untimed, there prevails an
atmosphere of despatr and consternation. At
this interval Narada appears and informs Dhbrta-
rastra in the company of Sakuni that Arjupa
has won the Pasupata Astra from the Liord of
Kailas, that Yama, Varupa and Kubera also have
invested bim with special Astras of their own,
and that bhe has been taken by Mahendra to
Amaravati and hes undertaken an  expedition
against the Nivatakavacas—a race of Asuras
who are giving trouble to Mahendra. Referring
to Bhimasena, Narada says that on his way to
the lotus-lake of Kubera, he encountered s Monkey
who blocked tho way and threw a challenge of
might to him. Sakoni is glad to bear that
Dharmaputra is left alone in the KZmyska forest
and to think that he may fall an easy prey to any
snare thas can be devised for hie ruwin. Sakuni
also hopes that Arjuna and Bhima may be over-
come by their respective antagonists or at least
may be held engaged till the successful perform-

ance of Duryodhans’s rival R3jastya.
it
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Tt 1s announced within a few moments of
Narada's departure that Durvasas has reappeared
and 15 1n a very contented mood prone to grant
any wish which Duryodhana may ask for of him
Sakunt's devilish brain has already planned that
the pest of Durvisas must be let 100se on Dbarma-
putra in the Kamyaka forest. Duryodhana 1o-
structed accordingly by Sakuni, prays to Dur-
vasas that the latter will be good enongh to taste
the hospitality of Dharmaputra in the forest, and
declares that he desires no other boon for himself-

Having thus got rid of Durvisas and hig
multitude of followars, Sakuni s meditating what
courses may be open to bim to make short work of
Dharmaputra at this opportune interval, whem
Jatdsura seeks an interview with him as a repre-
sentative of the Asuras of the netherworld The
Asura group called the Nivatakavacas has beer
routed mercilessly by Arjuna and driven to the
netherworld The Asuras conspire to regain sheir
supremacy against the Devas and resolve to0
strengthen the hands of Duryodbana and his
party by indirect participation i the struggle
agatost the Pandavas who are backed by tbe
Devas  They propose to animate the leaders of
the Kaurava party with Asuric prowess and bent
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of mind and to perform a sacred rite at the
sccessfal termination of which Duryodhana’s
person will become indestructible by weapons.
Sakuni heartily weleomes their designs for the
tuture and hits npon a present false trick to be
played on Dharmaputra in the Kimyakavana by
Jatasura in the guise of a Brahmin hermit, and
the aliies part. The Act closes with the flashing
of the happy news of Karna's return home after
his round of victories and after his tightening the
bonds of cordiality with Balabhadra with definite
proposals of marriage alliance.

The Fifth Act opens with the information
that Daryodbana and his party inclncding the
queen and a liberal posse of his rewinue have
atrived at some distance from the Kamyakavana
with the apparent purpose of taking stock of the
cow-wealth belonging to him, but with the real
intention of making a display of bis splendour
before his degraded consins and epjoying the
spectacle of their shame, helpoessness and misery.
Nakula alarmed ab this ill-boding intrusion of the
enemies goes out on search of Bhimasens who by
Lomaga’s report was known to have made his
pact with Xfijaneya snd crossed to Kubera's terri-
tory and was expected to be on his way back to
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Kimyaka Sahadeva who stays 1 the where
abouts of the Asrama hears the call of Durvasas
and hurries to give him due reception The
evening has then set 1n and the darkness 18
thickening  Yudhisthira 18 spending that hour on

the banks of the Saraswat: river doing SandbyZ
worship.

Jatdsura tn the guise of a Brahmn sageé
attracts the attention of Yudhisthira who after his
eveming meditations turns round to go back to his
bermitage  In the conversation that ensues
Jatdsura shocks Yudhisthira with the [false
mformatiorf that Arjuna while being honoured by
Indra mn Amaravati after his victory over the
Nivatakavacas so far lost control over his
passions 1n the urge of the moment as to become
guilty of a treacherous attempt to seduce Indrani
and that he was cursed by {ndram to fall down to
the earth 1n the shape of & python  Yudhisthira
can hardly believe this shameful behaviour
attributed to his honourable brother when a party
of hunters come 1n search of bim snd rise a huge
ory that Bhimasena 15 1o danger They report
that Bhima 1s being crushed by a huge python
which wound itself round him while he was
retaroing home  Nakula who arrived 1n fime to
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~witness the calamity has sent them to fetch
Yaudhbisthira who ean device some means of resea-
ing the victim. The python talkslike alearned
person and has promised to release his vietim if
any one can answer his queries. Jat3sara avails
himself of this opportunity to insinuate thab
Arjuna in the form of a python is devouring
Bhimasena and that otherwice such 2 happening
ig inexpliesble. Yudhisthira accepts this plausibla
Zheory and gives vent to bis sorrow over the
<rushing disasters which come thick one upom
another and linally taling leave of the impostor,
follows the hupters to meet the mysterions
python.

Jatasura then meets Daryodbana and his
party not far off from the Saraswatl river and
speaks jubilantly to them of his achievements
o far. Upon the contingency of Arjuna’s return
from Heaven being discussed, Kama $akes a
prodigions vow by & section of which he binds
‘himself to [olfit the wishes of every applicant,
whatever may be the sacrifice involved. Im-
ediately Indra appearing in the gnise of a Brah~
min mendicant, draws Karna away from the
Kaurava group and takes as gifts from bim, his
armour and ear-pendants which he wore as part
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of his pody from his birth  In Karna s absenees
Duryodhana deputes Jatacura to attend upon
Durvasas and incite w hun hostility towards the
Pandavas

Presently the riotous hohday makers catch
sight at a distance of Draupadl approaching 10
their direction  She 1s found runmng 1 greab
fright The cause of her fright 1s soon evident
when Jayadratha following her at a distance rises
to the view of the observers who by this time
have hid themselves behind the trees Draupad:
13 disappomnted not o {nd Yudbsthira at the
usual place of meditation on the banks of the
Baraswati river

Jayadratha soon overtakes her and pours out
his heart 10 laseivious profusion  Bus before be
makes further advance towards her, Dussasana
and Duryodhana and Sakum leap out of their
iding places and surround her They wmsulk
Draupadi with ebullient loose talk Draupadts
proud defiance exasperates her persecutors Dus-
s7sana and Jayadratha rush at her sunultaneously
to se1ze her by force Draupad: raises a desperate
cry for suceour  Just then, Chitraratha the king
of the Gandharvas coming with a message for
Yudhisthira from Indra happems to look dowm
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Zrom the <y and loses no moment 1 comprehend-
10g the situation m whick Draupadi 1s placed He
uickly takes np his bow and strikes an arrow at
zhe arm of Dussasana outstretched to catech hold
of Draupad: by the hair The Gandbarva army
15 ready for the attick 1n a moment Duryodhana
dbecomes appraised of the adversary who thus
suddenly interposed and prepares for war He
regrets Karna’s absence at the hour of need In
the confusion prevatling Draupadi escapes mn
safety

The Sixth Act opens with Matali and Arjana
Jescending 1n Indra s aeral car from heaven.
Nearing the Saragwati valley, they descry totherr
surprise a battle on progress between the Gan-
dbarvas pouning their arrows from the sky and
the Kauravas sbooting their arrows upward with
all therr migbt DMatal 1s able to 1dentify Sakum,
Daryodbana, DussAsana and the rest and reports
what he observes to Arjuna who with eager debight
learns how from moment to moment the earth-
bound highters are being overwhelmed by thewr
aenal antagonists The battle ends 10 the wntter
zout of the Kaurara armies and the capture as
prisoners of war of Duryodbana and his queen
among others. The Gandbarvas chase the
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enemies, surround them on all sides and drag
them mercilessly on while they confine the mem-
bers of the royal famly with all the women, 10
the chariots Suddenly Abbimanyu i seen enter=
ing 1nto the fray and making beroic efforts to
release the prisomers Arjuoa hurnes to the
battle-field to stay his dear son’s misdirected
enthusiasm and to congratulate Citraratha op
the latter’s snccess.

In the meantime, Draupadi alone 1n the
hermtage 1s rent at heart by doubts and fears as
she finds herself enmeshed 1n a net worbk of
formdable calamities The most vexations pro—
blem of the moment for her 1s the lack of means
for her playing the hostess to Durvasas and his
multitude. She prays to Lord Krsna to come to
her snccour She declares that her present
distress 1s worse than that which overtook her 1o
the couri of Duryodhana when Dusgassna
assanlted her. Krsna eame to her succour on the
former occasion. Wil He forsake her now ?

Her prayer 1s answered. Krsna appears, but
pretends not to hear her and insists upon His
bewng fed immediately. He fergas hunger so skil~
fuolly that Draupadi 1s non-plussed to the degree
of distraction. Her piteous lamentations move
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Him not and He exasperates ber by His seeming
distrust of her words. He accuses her of being
jealous of the Aksaya Pdtra and will not rest
contented until it 13 delivered into His bands for
a close examinatton of 1t3 contents. He succeeds
in discovering a minute particle of boiled rice
sticking to the interior of the magic vessel and
expressing His highest gratification, takes His
meal and sips water, uttering the words “By this
meal may the all-pervading Supreme Being be
gratified”.

Just then, before Dranpadi has time to speak
to Krsna of matters of urgency, a barrowing ery
18 heard from afar announcing that calamity has
overtaken the king and kis brothers, Draupadt
is shocked af the news and falls into a swoon.
Krsna koows she is mistaken, for the cry of help-
lessness comes from the partisans of Duryodhana.
Krsna first thinks of consoling Dranpadi but be-
coming appraised of the approach of Bhimasena
enquiring after her, quickly slips out, in order
not to stand betwcen the lovers meeting each
other after a long separation.

Bhimassna {inds Draupadi in a swoon. His
touch revives her and when she recognises him
he presents her with the Saugandhika flowers

iti
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brought from Kubera's lotus lake Sahadeva then
enters and announces that Yudhisthira has gone
to intercede with the Gandharva kmg for the
release of the Kauravas and commands Bhima-
sena to attend to Durvasas DBhima's anger 18
roused by the first part of the news, but Sahadeva
pacifies him with clever arguments Bhima pro-
mises to go out mto the forest to collect frmts
and roots for providing fare to the guests

Soon after Sahadeva 15 gone, Durviasas being
1 3 hurry to take leave of Draupadi declares
from behind the screen that by Sr1 Krsna's omnl-
potence he and his party have been magically fed
to thewr fill  He pronounces a curse ou the son
of Dhrtarfstra and departs Bhima relates to
Draupad: that the python who caught hold of
bimn was an ancestor named Nahusa and that
Dharmaputra by answering the python's ques
ttons not only released him, but also Nahusa from
his curse

‘When the false report that the python was
Arjuna himself 1s exploded and when Bhima 18
anxious o seek out the mischiaf~-maker, a voice18
heard of one claiming to he the follower of Dur-
vasas threatening the Pandavas with dire com-
sequences 1f the guests are not fed mmediately
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Bhima's suspicions are ronsed regarding the irate
speaker and goes out to meet him with his ponder-
ous mace apliited.

In the Seventh Act the introductory scene
presents Vikala, an Asura spy from the nether-
world, who arrives just in time to see Jatisura
being erushed to death by Bhimasena. He also
witnesses the Kaurava leaders with tearful eyes,
being carried away tied to the posts inthe chariots
of the enemies by their hair or by their upper
garments. His reflections on the turn of events
are fall of melancholy. He clearly states that
the war between tho Pandavas and the Kaura-
vas is really a war between the eternal rivals
for power, the Devas and the Asuras. The deceit
by which Indra robbed Karna of the latter's self-
born armonr is referred to. The anger of Durva-
sa8 againt the Kaurava king is another item of
misfortune, for it may prove an impediment to
the satisfactory cotnpletion of thetYajiia on which
the Asuras are whole-boartedly engaged for the
gratification of Maheswara.  Vikila poes back to
the netherworld carrying doleful tidings to his
masters.

The Act proper commences with Citraratha,
in tho presence of Arjana, acknowledging, in a
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playful mood, defeat at the hands of Abhimany®w
in the skirmish which followed as a sequel to the
dafeat of the Kauravas. Citraratha declares, ‘107
dear boy warrior, you first dashed to splinters my
mace. Immediately I recogmised you as the o
of my friend and was overcome by affection for
you Now you have vanquished me 1n argument.
Thus thrice subdued, I am at your service. Com-
mand me.’ Abhimanyu demands the release of the:
Rauravas, Arjuna applauds his mandate. Cibra~
ratha contends that he 18 not free to release the
Prisouers as they were captured 1n obedlence tor
Mahendra’s orders. Abhumanyu rephes, “You a1€
my captive, I will not release you unless yor
release my kinsmen. If you do not carry out my
wshes, I shall now release them with my owe
hands’

Arjuna proposes to leave the dispute to arbr
tration and the three move on to meet Yudhisthira
agresmg to be gmded by his judgment. Citra—
Tatha sends Matali away to Heaven secretly 10~

trecting him to take the orders of Mahendra for
eleasing the prisoners.

Arjuna is told by Abhimanyu that he was
“taken there from Dwarakd by St Krsna- While
Arjuna is wondering where Krsna 1s hiding Him~
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=elf, Yudhisthira followed by Nakala and Saba-
deva and shown the way by the escaped solders
of Daryodhana’s army, comes along Yudhsthira
13 most agrecably surprised to ses both Arjuna
and Abhimanyu together quite unexpectedly.
Citraratha pays his respects to him. Arjuna
refers the controversy between Abhimanyn and
Crtraratha to Yudbistbira. Yudhsthira  pleads
for the release of his kinsmen, treating the conm-
troversy as mere sport Learmng that the pn-
soners are to be brought to bis presence to awaib
his judgment, Yuodhisthara  remonstrates with
Catraratha not to inflict on him the painof look-
g at the bumibation of s kiosmen By the
corder of Citraratha, Daryodhana and the rest
are stationed at a distance screened side-ward.
Citraratha 15 unable to appreciate this com-
passion of Yodhicthira for the latter's inveterate
malefactors and urges upon hum to leave them to
therr fate when by Mahendra's orders they have
bean made prisoners, Bat Yudbisthira reples !
wnth a peacefnl smle, ‘ They have beenwpumshed
adequately by his hamilhiation which they are un-
dergoing  Further pamst 18 not Y-
Therefore please release them. And moreover
though we fight within ourselves, when disgrace
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18 threatened from an outsider, our blood-relation~
ship asserts 1tself as the most potent cause for our
coalescing as one party consisting of 105 members-
Upon this declaration Citraratha asks Yuodhi-
sthira to wait for Mabendra’s orders for which be
has already despatched Matal

In the meantime Bahadeva enters to inform
Yudhisthira that Durvisas has disappeared and
some of his followers left behind are found sick of
over-eating, rollng on the earth with bloated
bellies and stuffed to suffocation

Draupadi, Bhimasena and Nakula join
Yudhisthira just at that moment and felicitate
hi on the happy turn of the events since Srt
Krsna appeared on the scene Duryodhana over-
whelmed with shame and sorrow 1s brooding over
the musfortunes of the day from behind the screen
which shuts hum out of the view of the jubilant
group

Matali presently arnves bearing the message
of Indra which 15 to this effect — ‘ Duryodhana
with his dependents may be released on the fol-
lowing conditions (1) He must say to Yudhi~
sthira ‘I am your slave’ (2) shounld undertake to
give back the kingdom after the stipulated period
and (8) should grve up the 1dea of performing the
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Rajastys sacrtfice”  Indra further signifies that
as Citraratha 1s a captive of Abbimanyu, and the
Kauravas are captives of Citraratha, 1t shall be
the privilege of Abhimanyu to release the Kaura-
vas. Inreturn for this benevolent act the chief
of the Kauravas shall consent to Vatsala being
given n marriage to Abhimanyn

Citraratha 1mmediately orders Duryodbana
to be produced before Yudisthira so that the condi=
tious of his release may be communicated to him.
Duryodhana 1s hornified to hear the proposals
which complete his discomfiture and humihation
belore his enemies, and desperately prays for
some dire calamity to overtake him 1nstantaneous-
ly. He then tbinks of Balabhadra as his only ally
who 13 likely to save him from the hideous situa-
tion 1mmnent At that psychological moment
two things happen Balebhadra with Vatsald
arrives inquiring after Duryodhana A ghostly
being suddenly appears and carnes away Duryo-
dbana.

Narada presently makes his appearance to
explain the disappearance of Duryodhana, The
mhabitants of the netherworld bave brought to a
successful completion the sacrifice they perform-
ed for making Daryodbana’s person adamantine
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But while God Mabeswara granted the prayer 1o
respect of the forepart of Duryodhana's bodys
Devi who was displeased with Duryodhana for the
sake of Durvasas, denied a similar boon 1 respect
of the lower half of his body, thus making Bhima-
sena’s vow to smash Duryodhana's thighs possible
of futfilment.

Krsna soon after steps n and sacceeds 1o
persuading Bulabhadra to accede to the wish of
Mahendra 1n the matter of Vatsala - Abhimanyu
marriage  Balabhadra took Vatsala to Hastina-
pura to avoid Krsna and effect her marriage with
Laksmana, but Fate betrayed him 1nto the
hands of Krsna 1n the forest and Duryodhans
was not o be found Abhimanyu and Vatsald
bless the hour with all their heart because they
already loved each other Yudhisthira determines
to celebrate the marriage 1n the Kamyaka forest
1tself and proposes to 1nclude among the partakers
of the festivities Duryodhana himself on his
return from the netherworld

Sudarsana then enters to discharge the court
bard’s duty of announcing the approaching sun-
rise 1n an appropriate poetic effusion At Catra-
ratha's bidding the Gandharvas sing a song pay~
ng tributes to the exalted virtues of Yudhisthira.
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Yudhisthira expresses 1 smitable terms hia
audebtedness to the king of Gandharvas and to
\fahendra The play ends with St Krsna’s
blessings to Yudhisthira and Yodhisthira’s prayer
for the happiness of the virtwous and the spread
-of enlightenment and good taste in the world
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For College Students
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PRAVESA PATHAVALI 1947 0 10
SAMBHU CARYOPADESA 1931
{ Foreirord by Ducan Bohadur
K 8 Ramaswam Sastri) 0 4
For College Students
BHASAKATHASARA complete in
one Volume 1939 (out of stock)

BHASARKATHASARA (wtha
Foreword by Professor 4. B Keith)
Part I 1955 0 17

Part IL 1936 a 8
" Part III 1955 1 4

Note< and Translation to Part I
(out of stock)

Part III [
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These parts have been prescribed texts i
the South Indian Universiies of Madras
Mysore Andhra Annamala: and Travan
cove and have been several times reprinted

POEMS
KINKINIMALA 1934 (A collection of
fifty shorter Iyrics 1ncluding several songs
and posms and translations from Enghsh
Laterature )
DRAVIDARYA SUBHASHITA
SAPTATI 1952 (Foreword by Justice
N Chandrasekhara Iyer Supreme Coutt
VYAJOKTIRATNAVALI 1953 (with
English Translation and Introduction)
DESIKENDRA STAVANJALI 1904
{with a Foreword by
K Balasubramanya Iyer)
BHRAMARASANDESA. 1954 (Foreword
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by N Raghonatha Iyer, Asst Editor
1

The Hindu Madras )}

VANALATA 1955 (A Lyric Poemn
% Cantos with o Foreword by Professer
M R Rajagepalr Iyengar)

DRAMAS

KAUNDINYAPRAHASANAM 1930
{a Comic Play)

=



m

KALIPRADURBHAVAM 1956 (in 7 Acts
with a Preface by Justoce T L Ven
Latarama Iyer, Supreme Court) o0

SRINGARANARADIVAM 1936 2 00
( With Preface by Dr V Raghavan )

PRATIRAJASUYAM 1957 (Wath Foreword
by X Balasubrahmanya Iyer.)

Library Edifion 6
5

[}
Ordinary Edition 0
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4pply to — SAHITYA CANDRASALA,

ligvalangady P O {via) Narasngampet Tanjore Dt
{Madras State)

Gther works of the Author in manuscripts

Dramas:
1. zmagawaT—A Natoka in seve
brating Ravana’s attempt to uproot Kailasa
9 mfyTredizaw—A Prakarana o ted Acts with
the Adr Kavya 1tsclf as the ‘hero
3  gumwqTg—A social comedy depieting the
convulsions of the present 8g€
4 wrzqifeaam —A farcrcal monologue.
Poems:
1. S‘ﬁ‘?mt —A collection of fourteen sto
2 gimgm@—A collection of longer poems.
3 mmlmmuaiEzr—A collection of laudatory
poems

n Acts cele-
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4. More shorter poems — f&iFuimi@r Second
Series.
5. Second Part to sarsnfwramst
6. Miscellaneous poems and diary slokas,
7. wREATaTE: —An allegoiy on the present day
condstion of Banskrnt.
FETAETEFTE: —A Satire .

9. FFYNTRIARAY —(1ncomplete)

10. xETRERAN ¢t A century of erotic stanzas.

11.  wiagagaiitaits —(incomplete) Tiruvalluvar's
moral aphoricms.

12. Ustarakanda—A supplement to TYum=RaT
(incomplete)

Prose:

1. TgFAEFHIT — Stories in Prose.

2. EFAIEAIE — Some family biographies and
anecdotes, tncluding the diaries of my great—
grandfather’s father.

Literary Criticism:
FigFraia®s: — (Karikas only)
CGrammar:
gxgamaay ~— For High School Students.
Musie:
Kirtanas and Raga-Mallas in Saonskrit,
completely equipped with Swars schemes.
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